the last 35 years has ever received any distinction or reward from Government in return for the benefits conferred on the Natives of India by his skill in operative surgery or by the practice of pure medicine. A cursory perusal of the contents of the Special Stone Number and the Special Ophthalmic number of this Journal should be sufficient to arouse the Government's attention to the fact, that hitherto they have been rather slow to reward many of their most deserving public servants, who by the skilful practice of the art of surgery do much towards rendering the Government popular among the teeming millions of India. " We are all aware that honours have been given to members of our service when they have reached high administrative rank, or when they have had the good fortune to be sent on active military service ; or again when having left the beaten track of pure surgery and medicine they have strayed along the pleasant paths of a political career. The physiologist, the botanist, the skilled expert in medical jurisprudence and the jail administrator, have, at times, all received a fair measure of recognition from an appreciative Government. And this is as it should be, if men of manysided abilities are to be attracted to the service. The rank-andfile, the men who silently work away year after year in the many important civil medical institutions scattered over the length and breadth of India, and who are the backbone of the service, and
have made it what, happily, it still is, the best medical service in the world for the young surgeon or phy*ician who loves his profession, these men, 1 say, are only too pleased when they see their more fortunate brother officers singled out for honours and distinctions by the powers that be. Nevertheless, they would be more than human if they did not claim some share in the rewards and distinctions given to those who have wandered into the bypaths of medicine and surgery, and unless their just claims are satisfied, discontent is certain to exist throughout the service and the flow of eligible candidates will diminish. 41 And so it happened that when i reyer's health was proposed at the close of our gathering, he was not slow to accept the challenge thrown down to him by our Chairman, and reiterated with emphasis his statement of two years ago, much to the gratification of most of the members present, and cited Keegan's name as a case in point. It [ Sept. 1901. that the worst tsrrm ever offered by any of the public services would not bo an improvement on the experience that falls to the lot of at least a large number of general practitioners at home. 
